are as puch protected-and more-than we are," and went on to refer to Section xxxvi of the Medical Act of 1858, which ,n'ovides that only registered practitioners shall act in the army, navy, hospitals, asylums, gaols, Poor-law or friendly pocieties, claim fees in court, etc. In acomparativewaythese uorvespond to the law courts. Solicitors also can have their aenounts taxed by the court registrars, while they are forbidden by law to bring a suit in court for recovery of fees wthin one month from date of delivery of their bill. My expeience and reading would lead me to the idea that it is onty a myth when we are assured that solicitors are more protected than doctors. Last year the Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed to hand back to the Law Society yearly L2z,oo of the sum received from solicitors' annual fees. Evidently he does not think them protected to as full an amount as some suppose. Even the other callings which pay an annual fee are not more protected than we are. S[a,-The Metropolitan Asylums Board are advertising for a junir assistant medical officer at Caterham; having had experenee of that Board, I should like to point out for the benefit of intending applicants a few of the conditions under which the assistant medical officers at their asylums work.
On entering upon my duties I was taken to my quarters by the steward, who apologised for the lack of accommodation ,ofered me, explaining at the same time that such conditions were only temporary. My quarters consisted of one room in which I slept; the same room had also to serve me as an office, dining room, as well as for the reception of personal visitors. All that was temporary, as far as I was concerned, emsisted in the facts that on committee days a screen was taken from the room so that visitors could see the bed, and the fact that a knob was put on the door after I had occupied it for three weeks. There have, however, been improvements d my successor now shares in a common dining room, and hs consequently only to use his bedroom for an office and living room generally.
The Board does not allow its medical 'superintendents to write testimonials. They do, however, accept testimonials from other superintendents in praise of candidates competing with their own men. Such conditions prevailing, one is not surprised to find that after years of service under the Board promotion is impossible elsewhere; and as the Board is not enamouredc with the idea of promoting its own men, their assistant medical officers find themselves in an awkward position. The assistant medical officers are classed with the kitchen maids, laundry maids, etc., as " subordinate officers," to distinguish them from the matron, steward, and chaplain, who are " principal officers," and as subordinate officers are treated as such; indeed, there are other subordinate officers whose quarters are infinitely better than are those of the assistant medical officers.
At other asylums it is the practice to allow the assistant medical officers the use of spare bedrooms in which to lodge a visitor, it being recognised that life in asylums is somewhat monotonous. In my time, when a visitor arrived, his host laid himself down on his couch (if he had one; I had not), and with his clothes on spent the night. happy in the thought that someone had come to see him. The Metropolitan Asylums Board have recently gone a step further, and do not allow their assistant medical officers to have a visitor overnight. The Metropolitan Asylums Board continue to improve, however, and in the fulness of their hearts decided that, London being a wealthy town, they could afford to do what no other Board could afford to do; and so at a time of war and scarcity decided that their assistant medical officers should have a sumptuous repast at the expense of the ratepayers; and to this end, to buy himself champagne, turkeys, etc., each assistant medical officer was presented with a Christmas box of 2S. If anybody intends entering the service of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, might I suggest that he should apply for particulars, not to THE STATISTICS OF THE SAMARITAN FREE HOSPITAL. SIR,-The National Review for January contains an article above the signature of Miss Honnor Morten, entitled "Hospital Chaos," in which the following sentence appears: "The Samaritan Hospital had the audacity to advertise I,678 ovarian operations in one year as a plea for funds."
The Samaritan Hospital has never advertised any such thing, and it would be interesting to know where Miss Morten obtained her figures. As a matter of fact, I,678 represents the total number of ovariotomies performed in the hospital up to the end of I894. Miss Morten has either quoted an incorrect statement. for which we are not responsible; or she has got into a muddle with the hospital's figures.
The Committee will be obliged by your findin room for this.-I am, etc., W. GUNTRIP KING, January zoth.
Secretary. THHE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON S3EAT.-In addition to Mr. Busk, the Chairman of Convocation, who has been nominated by a Committee of Liberal Unionists, Dr. W. J. Collins has been brought forward by the Liberal Association as a Radical candidate for the representation of the University of London in the House of Commons. The Conservative Association met on Thursday afternoon, but no public announcement of its decision has been made.
